G

THURSDAY. JULY 19, 2007

The Sacramento Bee

CITY

R

LATEST NEWS
For updates on Commurity News
throughout the week, goto
-':"-':"-':"Sa{Dl}E comiarden

MORTH SACRAMENTOD » CLURTIS PARK = LAND PARK = HEADDH‘NIEW QAR PARK & TAHOE PARE = EAST SA[RAHEHTD ROSEMOMT = POCKET- GHEENH.H.'-.'EH -

Focusing on

Group plans a museum
gpotlighting immigrants

influence in capital, state.

By LisaHeyamoto
BEESTAFFWRITER

InJuly 1885, afirebroke out inthe
downtown railyard and tore
through what was then
Sacramento'sthriving Chinatown.

While buildingsburned and
residentsfled, firefighterslooked
on motionless, prepared to fight
thefireonly if it moved away from
what was considered an undesir-
able part of town and toward the
rest of the city.

Haven't heard the story before? A
group of community activistsis
betting not.

Chinese Americans have played a
crucid rolein Caiforniahistory,
with enough untold storiestofill a
museum.

Which is, of course, exactly what
agroup hopesto do.

The proposed Yee Fow Museum,
so-called for the Chinese designa-
tion of Sacramento as a "second
city" (yeefow), behind San
Francisco, would present a chance
to share the stories of one of the
country'smost influential immi-
grant groups in the state where
they carried the most influence --
from the workers who hel ped build
the railroads and leveesto the
lesser known details of what
happened next.

"It's about those nameless, face-
less Chinese people who ... were
abig part of the Gold Rush story,”
said local artist Steve Yee, chair-
man of the Friends of the Yee Fow
Museum. " Sacramento was a
meccaand isrich in Chinese
American history.”

Though still very muchinthe
planning stages, organizers
envisionaworld classcultural
center where visitors not only can
learn about Chinese American
history, but a place that can serve
asaninternational destination for

workshops, lectures, art and films
celebrating their contributions.

"Thisisan opportunity for Sacra-
mento (residents) to make a
statement that they not only
appreciate the Chinese American
history in the area, but throughout
Cdlifornia," said state Sen. Leland
Yee, D-San Francisco, another
museum supporter.

"Inone'slifetime, you don't often
get the chance to dream really,
really big. Thisisan opportunity to
dothat."

Supporters are working with
devel opment company Thomas
Enterprisesto eventually locate
the museum on the downtown
railyard property -- aparticularly
poignant location given the area's
past.

The decision to let Chinatown burn
in 1885 was part of a systematic
effort to purge Californiacities of
their Chinese populationsas
growing racism toward the
immigrants began to be codifiedin

Chinese role

local and state law, Steve Yee
said.

The so-called "driving out” isan
ugly chapter, and museum organiz-
ershopepublicizingitwill help
ensure such athing never happens
again.

"History isaready made," said
supporter Vicki Beaton. "We don't

want to repesat it. We want to
learnfromit."

The Friends of the Yee Fow
Museum count some 400 support-
ers and are working steadily to
spread the word and solidify their
vision.

Funding, location and the other
specificswill be worked out later.

But for now, the sky'sthe limit.

"This can be as big as we can
dream," Steve Yee said.

For moreinformation, visit
www.yeef owmuseum.org.
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