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The mall between Third,
Fifth, Jand | streets has
colorful history to share.

By Lakiesha McGhee
BEE STAFF WRITER
Sacramento's Chinatown doesn't

havethefame of themore bustling
Chinesemarketsin San Francisco or
New York, but ateam working to
revitalizethe areawantsto show that
itshistory isjust asrich.
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Shewill autograph booksshe
wrote about her grandfather'slife
and donate all proceedsfromthe
sale of the booksto benefit future
ChinatownMall fairsand activities,
Yeesaid. Thespecia programis
befitting theevent'stheme, "Bridging
the Past to the Future.”

For thefair'sdebut Sept. 23,
organizersaso havelined up severa
performances, including alion dance,
Chinesemartid arts, livemusic,
dancesand afashion show. Visitors
can participatein hands-on activities
or watch demongtrationsof caligra
phy, origami, Chineselanterns,
Chinesechess, tai chi, mah-jongg
and Chinese cooking.

TheChinatownMal Revitalization
Committee hasteamed with Sacra-
mento to host thefirst Chinatown
Mall Culture Fair on Sept. 23.

Thefreeeventwill highlight
Chinese cultureand history and
promote the Chinatown Mall,
between Third, Fifth, Jand | streets.

Thearea-- mostly hometo
Chineseassociations-- isfull of
colorful talesthat few peopleknow,
organizerssay. Onesignificant point

Spotlight on Chinatown

inhistory iswhenthe"father of
modern China," Sun Yat-sen, wrote
portionsof the country'sconstitution
inan upstairsroom of the Bing Kong
Tong headquarterson | Street, said
SteveYee, chairman of Friendsof
theYee Fow Museum.

"Tothe Chinese, especidly the
older Chinese, SunYat-senislike
George Washington," Yeesaid,
adding that themal| featuresa
memorid tohim.

CHINATOWN MALL STREET FAIR

When: 11 am. 104 pom. Sept. 23

Where: Chinatown Mall, between Third,
Fifth, J and | streets

Contact: Wal Moy at (916) 543-3275
or email moywilsbeglobal net

Wai Moy, chairwoman of the
ChinatownMall CultureFair, said
last week that 36 community organi-
zationshave signed up to participate.

"Wewant to let peopleknow that
thereisaChinatown in Sacramento
andthat itisagood placeto goand
do business," Moy said.

ChinatownMall hasaquiet,
parklike setting. Many who visit for
thefirst timemay wonder if thereis
anything happeningat al, Moy said.

"Renovationsinthe past few years

have madethe place more useful,”
Moy said.

Inthe 1960s, the Sacramento
Redeve opment Agency established
ChinatownMall intheareawhere
the Confucius Templehad been built.
Themall isoccupied by 11 Chinese
family associationsthat overseethe
templeand aChineselanguage
school, whichasoisinthemall.

Onatypical day, Chineseelders
can befound practicing their morning
tai chi whileother visitorsmay be
heard shufflingtilesinapassionate
mah-jongg game, Yeesad.

Many Chinesemigratedto
Sacramento during the Gold Rush
eraand worked to build the Central
Pecific Railroad. During the 1940s

Sun Yat-sen hel ped to overthrow
theQing Dynasty in1911 and
becamethefirst provisiond presi-
dent when the Republic of China
wasfoundedin 1912.

Thegranddaughter of therevolu-
tionary, Lily Sui-Fong Sun, will travel
from her homein Hawaii to attend
theculturefair asaguest lecturer.
Sui-Fong Sunwill speak at the Sun
Yat-Sen Memoria Hall inthecenter
of themall.
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and 1950s, settlersfrom Chinawere
merchants, restaurateurs, laundry-
men, entrepreneurs, peddlersand
provided aconglomerate of other
SErVices.

Sacramento's Chinatownwason |
Street, closeto where Old Sacra-
mentoistoday. Theareawasa
refugefor Chinesewho faced hogtility
fromthegenera population, Yeesaid.
It also washometo Chinesetheater.

Membersof the Chinatown Mall
and ThomasEnterprisesareinthe
early stagesof planningaYee Fow
Museuminthecity'srailyard, a240-
acresteacrossfrom Chinatown
Mall. Thesiteisthesameareaof
ChinaSlough, Sacramento'sfirst
Chinatown, Yeesaid.



