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IFEg icears A antd along | Srest in kioramant o knceam a4 “Chinadom, " crca 1854,

Dlggmg up the past
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An 1870 map of Sacramento shows China Slough and some of the rallroad shops at upper left. The first strest 1o the right of China Siough
I Strast, veith Chinartoswm ecated along Second, Thind and Fourth stneets.

Historv of the railvard tied to Chinese contribution

By Steve Yer
SPECLAL TO THE BEE
s development begies an the

downiown raflyard amd Sacra-

M e Whal one Cigy
official calls & “néw chapler in our
histary, " city leaders and developers
should be sensitive to the historical

ties the Chisese comenuaily has with
the area.

Muoch has been wrilben aboul the
240=acre pallyard: En (ts heyday i was
the Lirgest indusirial cenler west aof
the Misslssippd, a rallcar production
ceniler that dumped chemicals and
toxic meetals into the grousd, later

creating a Superfund site, Rumors
abound 1ka lboomotives \Bsene wene
bursed whole,

Litgle bus been mentboned about
ihe Chimese comamunity, which had a
stk in the area before the railyard
dosninated the Sacramepto land-
scape. The Chinese community pro-
vided woskers whed Built the Trams-
continental Railroad over ibe Slerra
Mewada o link (he Unived Sranes.

Inibe parly V8603, thousands of
Chimese workers laboded 1o conslnsct
1k western hall of the Transcomtinen:
1al Rxilroad out of Sscramento head-
Ingg easi towasd the imposieg Sherra

Mevada mountaln range, Some of the
workers, known a8 “coolies,” were
impogted; oibers came (rom Callfor
mia's gold Gedds and Sacramenio,
wihere Chinese imenigranis had devel-

oped a thriving commumnity known
'l;rllmdﬂm rﬁu}nﬂﬁ{rm mear whai
Is today the radlyard.

Before the Central Pacilic Railssad
hired Chiinese workers in 1845, the
western hall of the Transcoalinental
Rallroad showed linle progress, By
1858, wihen iracks Bid been Lild
acrgss the Slerra and inbo Rene,

arhes Crocker. one of the “Big
b RAILYARD, Page E4
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A view ol Sacramento’s ralroad center from across China Slough ina photograph from 1878,

Railyard: Chinese work deserves recognition

* FROM PAGE E1

Pour® who lformisd the railrosd company,
vl employisd = 1 2,000 Chiness wotking
on & forty-mike stretch of mounLsin
wradkes, " accofding to e 1939 " Sacra-
miendo Guide Book * Chinese workers
& O ] A Bssiil T pETCEnin o 1 WOk
{oroe as the railroad pashed on acnoss
Mol and iEe Lk

Even though the contribation by Ch-
nede lxborers was crucial 1o b compde-
licen af the Transconiinemial Radlrosd,
ollicials did mol invite any Chinese 1o e
ceremiony when workers froms the west
et thoss [Fom the ea8 on May 10, 1869
When photographs capared the cene
many in which the gobden spile was
driven ai Promomtory Podnt, (Rah, they
e Biol A singhe Chilfise [ace

Humidreds ol Chinese workers lost
15edr livies i Jocidents durisg const Fuc-
ivon af ihe railroad. Trains cambed bodies
Back to Sacramento for burial, ar the
bodibes were peturned io China, Some
maay have béen buried ina cemetery
nieth of Sacramsemio’s Chinatowms, on (he
toige of an area called China Slowgh. No
e rial W creatidd fio howshr the e
sacrifice. A display at The California
Stabe Rallroad Maseum in Seorams o
scknowledges \be Chinese contribwtion
12 the sucoessful complition of the ral-
rosd, bt 1he workers remain nameless.

Afver e (inal raslroad spiloe wias
driven in UMah, many Chireve workers
il el b0 Sacramento’s Chinalown, a
commumity borm ot of the Gold Rusk,
From Ehe lige 18404 bo 1852, abaoul
15,000 Chipese had Immdgrated to Cali-
[rmia, known in China as “Gold Moun-
laim, * By 1880, the Chimese population in
1B United Srases had grown 1o about
35,0040, mecst o chem living in Calllomnia
|z Sacramento, the Chinese setled near
Surter Lake = laer renamid Chuina
Slough - the least desired past of towm,
conskdensd by oihers a8 4 hexlih hazaed
and wasieland

However, the Chimsese creabsd a vi-
heand area of brightly colored. two-siony

baaildEngs (st hiased Shops, restausants
and social halls along | Street, (rom Sec-
o Saniet to Fourth. Theatergoers wosald
fallow exotic sounds of Chinese music
coméng trom sacial halks such &8 1he
Canton Chisese Thealer, Sacramentans
woahl make regalar visils bo enjoy the
pappet shows. Later, the shows included
perfonmances by thealer troupes and
thieir cechessras, Om May 23, 1855, Leong
Al Gue, manager and interpreter of a
thiatef Chou p 31 1hee SaCTameemio The-
ater, scheduded two sold-0u perfor
mances of Chiness aperd 16 exuberant
all-whise audiences

After the socoess in bailding the Trams-
conrinental Ralnaes using Chinese L
bowr, indusirialisis recnaited meore Chi
et workers 1o busild mone railnosds
throughsout the West, And more Chinese
came bo the United States looking for

sy of Congres

A e ascrenss Ching Slougth toward th ity of Sacramento in the 18605 10 18705,

ik, Sspoy, am A=l reedar i cmeet
emerged as the Chinese competed with
wiile workers, lm 1682, Congress passid
the Chinese Exclusion Act, which prokib-
[pend meaghy all Chisstse laborers [Fom
enbering the United States and made
Chinese immigramts ineligible lor citizen-
ship. After the law's passage. inchdenis
of wialence against the Chinese wene
recofded in the West, The removal of
Chinese from some cilies and towns
Pecane knowm as “The Diriving Oul.™ By
the early 1900s many of the Chanese
were [arced out of Secramento. The 1911
Encyclopedia Britannica says anly 964
Chinese Hved in the state capital in 1500
In 1943, Comgress repealed (e law
Todday, rsore than 35 00 Chinese live in
SaCTamen s Counry

Today, there are plans fior shops, nes
Laaranls and enter dinment areas on

h:!mh‘r_rﬁ-u l TPl i s e e Lrur.-:-q.am

groumd thal filled im che Chhina Slough, As
thie railyard ls developed. city leaders
shauld recognlze the histary of the Chi
nese communéty and what may e be-
neath the ground.

“In 1935, | was 3 young bay wills my
father when | stumbled anbo 4 1omb-
sbonme, The caretuker (odd me ol & Chinese
cemetery on the edpe of China Sough.”
sabd Gus Kanelos, a life-long Sacramsen:
tan wiho lobbies for the preservation of
weterans cemederies and has long had an
imerest in Sacramenio’s history.

If there i3 a cemetery at China Slough
wilsere @arly Chinese residents of Sacfa-
el o Ane baarded, city beaders and Tho-
mad Enperparises showald respect Sacra-
meml "8 Chimese communy by keeping
thiem i nformsed of wha is lound as ball-
dogers begin chean g che rallyard, The
Imvolvermeni of archasclogists in the
canstruction af tbe federal couribouse
and Regional Transit's lighd radl line is a
miode] of development respectfial to
Sacramenba’s sensilive cullaral B

Sum Onge. predisdent of the SAcramento
g Ko Ml Family Associsicn, said,

Ewen im deach, we ane supgeosed 1o be
raking care of our elder. We have a
sacred trust o ensure (he respect aesd
protection of oar ancestors and their
bedongings. =

As & mew diownbown district emenges
fram ke old railyard, the history of Chi-
i redidents in Uhe area skould mol be
meglecied. The Chinese commanity
ieserves recognition amd 4 role in (ke
revicalisaion. To |gne 1045”8 Ching-
s Mall, sandwiched betwesn the
rallvard and downiewn, woald be shogt-
saEhied. The ciry showuld consider a Sacra-
memiio Chinese museam and education
cenber with lnks to Chinatown Madl in s
plans o develop the railyard

EEE
Vicki Beaton, g Sacrarmen o repovter
wiille theE Cfnd et neunipaper Waorld
Jowirreal, contrifined fo ehis arfice



