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Chugging Forward on Railyards Project

Redevelopment Plans Presented to the Community

June 7.

Residents take In an informative display at a meeting on railyard redevelopment.

NEWS: CALIFORNIA

By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Sacramento Union Writer

Invite them and they will come—thus
was the case when the city of Sacramento
recently invited the community to attend
a public meeting regarding the develop-
ment of downtown Sacramento’s historic
railyards.

With much anticipation about the future
of the former 240-acre Southern Pacific
Railroad/Union Pacific Railroad property,
which Thomas Enterptises purchased last
December, more than 200 people over-

. flowed the 100-seat Model Room and
part of the adjacent lobby of the historic
Southern Pacific depot on the evening of

The purpose of the meeting was to
present Thomas Enterprises’ proposal for

see RAILYARDS page 31

RAILYAR DS from page 1

the property and to gather public opin-
ion regarding the future of this property,
which is recognized as che region’s largest
urban [andfill site.

The event, which included speeches by
Mayor Heather Fargo, Councilmember
Ray Tretheway, Thomas Enterprises
Vice President Suheil Totah and Thomas
Enterprises Development Director Richard
Rich, featured an overview of the proposed
project’s derails, which includes a 32-acre
iotermodal facility.

“The centerpiece of the project is the
intermadal facilicy,” Totah said. “Its a
mived-use project that brings jobs and
housing rogether downtown, so people
can walk from where they live to their jobs
without the need to get in a car and be on
the freeway.”

One of the major announcements of
the evening was made by Rich, whio told
attendees of the event that the project’s
emphasis oa residential housing had dras-
teally expanded from its inidal plan of
including about 3,000 houses.

Although the project is not projected
to be presented tq the council undl some-
tioe in the fall, preliminary eforts for the
project, including roxic dirt removal, are
already well underway.

. Historically, the area has been well docu-
mented for its abundance of toxdc soil. Most
notabje among the dewils of the site’s toxic
soil history is the former garbage and sewer
dumping water basin, China Slough, which

-encompassed the city blocks between Front

and 6th sweets and G and | streets undl it
was completely filled in by 1910.

The current oxic cleanup project s
being performed on the northwest cor-
ner of the property, near Interstate § and
Richards Boulcvard.

And with Thomas Enterprises’ plan
to remove about 300,000 cubic yards of
contaminated soil, it can be understood
why an early cleanop start would be ben-
eficial toward a tmelier overall project
completion.

“We've started an aggressive campaign
to finish (the removal of the contaminsaced

Two of the rallyards’ seven historic bulldings would be
presarved and protected as “national treas_ures."

“We'll have-a minimum, under the
current plan, of 10,000 houses and up to
12,000,” Rich-said. “That just gives us
more of a chance to put in affordable hous-
ing, more people downtown, being able to,
in a sense, energize Downtown Plaza, K
Street, typically Old Sacramento.”

er components of this project are:
2,337,200 square feer of office space,
1,384,800 square feét of retail, 491,000
square feet of mixed-use space, 41.16 scres
of open space, 2 1,100-room hotel, and
485,390 feet of historic/cultural space.

Among the more definitive plans for the
pm;ect are a relocation of ghe’depot and
its tracks about 300 feet north, an open

air market for farmers’ markers and other

gatherings, a football field-sized plaza, res-
taurants, nigheclubs, and a performing arts
center, which would offer about 1,000 per-
formances per year. -

The project is proposed in several
phases with the fitst phase beginning after
the Auguse release of an Enviroamental
Impact Reporr, followed by an approval of
the project by the city council.

Thus far, Thomas Enterprises proposed
plan has been well received.

Commenting on Thomas Enterprises’
" efforts to bring a new look to the railyards,
Tretheway said, “These folks want to live
in the furure. They want to build the best
possible neighborhood, retail, parks, river-
front and be part of the downtown city of
Sacramento.”

soil),” Rich said. “It’s not really rockec sci-
ence. If you have contaminated soil, you
dig it uwp and move it away and then you
put clean soil back in there.”

Rich added that last month 50,000 yards
of contaminated soif was removed from the
site.

Other topics of discussion about the
project included the proposed plans for the
area’s streets, a series of parks throughout
the site and brief mentions of decisions
to eliminare undergrcnmd parking and a
water cana).

Street plans for this proposed project
include a condnuence of the grid pat-
tern of downtown Sacramento strects and
“pedestrian.friendly” -sereees wich smaller
lanes, wider sidewalks and short crossing
distances at intersections.

In order 1o assist traffic low to the cen-.
tral city, one-way streets have also been

proposed for Sth and 7th sureets.
Discussion regarding a companion to
Old Sacramento's California State Railroad
Museum through the addition of a railroad
technology museum uc the railyards site
drew much public interest at the meeting.
Two of the railyards’ seven historic

_ buildings, which would be preserved and
protected as “national treasures,” are pro--

posed to be used for the museum.

To date, $13 million has been made
available through California State’ Parks
for the purpose of structurally stabilizing
and rehabilitating the railyards’ 1860s cen-

One of tha rallyards’ seven historic buildings. (Sacrarmento Union Photo/Lance Armstrong)

tral shop buildings, the erecting shop and
the boiler shop.

Although not specifically discussed
within ¢he meetng, another museum
effort, the Yee Fow Museum, is desired by
2 group in the communijry, who is stnving
to bring this Chinese cultural and educs-
tional center to the railyards.

The significance of having this museum
at this site is well stated through the local
organization, Friends of che Yee Fow
Museurn’s mission statement, which reads:
“The mission of the Friends of the Yee
Fow Museum is to advocate the need for
2 museam in tche railyards of Sacramento
that commemorates our forefathers of the
Asian Pacific Islanders, the Chinese pio-
neers of Yee Fow.”

Furthermore, die presence of such a
museum in the railyards. is of historical
significance, when considering that the
Central Pacific Railroad was ‘mosty built
by Chinese, many of who made cheir
home in Yee Fow — Sacramento’s original
Chinatown — along the south side of China
Slough in the approximate locaton of the
historic Southern Pacific depot.

town, we would like to see it downtewn and
we would support it if it were downtown.
Buc that is part of the discussions between
the NBA and the Maloofs and the dity, but
we're ready to help, if we can.”

With a more personalized, poo-group
approach, the evening ended the same way
in which it began, with cicy officials and
cepresentagves of Thomas Entecprises
making themselves available to speak face-
to-face with atendees of the event in an
informal manner.

For those who either did nor get 2
chance or chose not o ask questions to
these representatives or had addidonal
unanswered questions, displays around the
room provided piemy of space for wridng
down these questions, which would later
be made available to Thomas Enterprises
and the city.

Additionally, Fargo encouraged mem-
bers of-the community to share their opin-
ions and concerns about the proposed rail-
yards project with the city.

“This is a project, which is incredibly
important to the city of Sacramento, it’s
actually incredibly important to the region,

“If a deal comes together, they will stlll be able to put

In an arena.”

“Having a world class Chinese center
at this site would enhance Sacramento
tremendously,” said Sam Ong, one of the
individuals working to have the museum
builr at this site.

Although the topic of including a new
entertainment complex within the railyards
site, which would replace Natomas™ aging
Arco Arena, bas become 2 very smagnant
issue, Rich said that the prospect of such a
venue remains a possibility.

“If a deal comes together, they will sull
be able to put in an arena,” Rich said. “We
think the arens is a great project for down-

and it is such an oppormunity for us,” Fargo
said. “We want to make sure chat we don’t
make any big mistakes at the start and thar’s
part of your job that we don't”

And with a smile on her face, the mayor
expressed the excitement thac she feels
regarding this major city project.

“The city of Sacramento is so fortunate
to have this kind of opportunity right next -
to our downtown,” Fargo said. “Our down-

- town is doing great, making a lot of prog-

ress, but this is really going to add to the
momentum of what’s going on in the city
and add to the excitement of Sacramento.”

lane 15 2007 | SacUnlan.com | The Sacramanto Union | 31



