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Az development begins oq the
downrown mailyasd and Socementa
opens what ene city official calls o
“new chapier in cur histoee ey
lesrcders pnd developers should bs sen-
sitive o the historieal rics tse Chimese
cormmanity’ has with the are,

Much has been wrinen abouat the
2dacre rxilyord: In its beydoy it was
the langest industaal center west of
the Misgssippd, o railsar produstien
center that dumped chemicals and
towic metals nde the grownd, |ner
crealing o Superfund sie. Rumors
abowrd that looematives there wene
buried whale.

Lintde has been mentioned aboal
the Chinese community, which had
aslzke 1n the ares beloze the mals
vard dominated the Sacramento
Landscape, The Chinese caommunis
tv provided workers whoo built
thi Transcontinental Baileosd gver
the Sierra Mevada 1o link the
United Suates.

In the early [360s5, thowsands of
Chinese workees lakored 1m0 cons
struet fhe western half of the
Transcontinental Railroad owm of
Sneramento heading east toward the
imposing Sierex Mevada mountain
range. Same of the workers, known
ag “coolies,” were impented; others
came from Califomnin's gold fields
and Saccaments, wheee Chinese
immigrants hod developed o thriv-
it comemakity Known o as

"Chinadem” along [ Strect near
what ix roday the railvard.
Before the Central  Povific

Raitread hired Chinese workers in
[ %635, the western half of the
Transcantinental Hailroad showed
ligtle progress, By IE6E, when
tracks had been laid acress the
Srerre and inte Beno, Charles

Crocker, one of the "Big Four®
whar Tormed the ralread company,
had employed "12,000 Chincse
working on & forty-mile siretch of
muountain grades" according fo the
1939 "Racraments Cuide Book.”
Chincse workers composed about
W percent of the work farce as the
railrend pushed on acress Mevada
and iate Lahe

Even though the contribution by
Clanwese laborers was croeind 1o the
compleiien of the Transcentinental
Fuatlreesil, sifficials chied mot meiie any
Chrirsese to the ceremany when work-

ers Trom the west met thise from the
east on Moy 10, 1568, When phate-
graple capiureld the ceremwsy
witich the pohien spike was driven at
Promomory Point,  Llab,  tey
shovoved ned o single Chinese foce,
Hundreds of Chinese workers

last fheir lives in accidents during -

construciion ol the  rsileged,
Trains carried bedies back 1o
Sacramente for bureal, or the b=
ies were retumesd fo China. Seine
miy have been buried na cene-
fery  nerth  of  Sacramento’s
Climatown, on the edge of anoamea
cabled China Slough. Mo memor-
al weas aecated 1o homer their sac-
rifice, A display at The Colifomnia
State Railroad  Muoscwm o
Sacramento  pcknowledges the
Chinese contribution to the sus-
cesslul completion of the milroxd,
buat the workess eemain nanecless,

After the finad rilrood spike was
driven i Utah, many Chinese
workers returmned 10 Socramentc's
Chinatown, a comimunity borm ouf
of the Gold Bush, From the Tae
I1840s o 1852, abour 15,000
Chinese  had  immigrated W
California, known in China as
*Ciodd Mountawe” By 1360, the
Chinese population in the United
Seates had prown o about 35 004,
most of them living in California.
In Bacramento, the Chinese
seliled near Sulter Lake Inter
retamed Chima Slowgh - the
I=ast desired parl af town,
considered by olhers as a
health hoard ond wosts lamed.

However, the Chianse croat-
e o vibmnd sren of brightly
coloped, two-story buildings
that boused shops, restaurants
and secial halls alomg 1 Strect,
froen Sceonsl Sireet to Fomth,
Theastergoers  would  follow
exabic soumds of Chanese muses
coting o social halls such
as 1he Canton Chinese Theater,
Spcromerans would make reg-
ubar visits Lo enjoy the puppet
shovws, Later, the shows inelud-
ol perfonmances by theater
troupes and their orchestras,
On May 23, 1855, Leong Ah
Cue, inanagsr and interpeeter
af o theater woupe al the
Sacromerio Theater, scheduled
Tovin =irlel= it |:t|:rE|}m:ur|.:|.:x al
Chinsse opera e exubszant all-
velnte audieroes.
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D.iggm up thf: Past: H [stﬂrg of the 1 2atlgard

Afler the success in building the
Transcentinental Railsoad wvsing
Chingse  labor,  industrialists
recrited maore Chiness workers to
build mope milroods throughout
the West. And more Chineae came
I tle Umited Siales looking for
Jeles. Soon, an anti-Chinese senti-
ment emerged a3 the Chingse
competed with white warkers. In
1832, Coungress passed  the
Chinese Exelusion Act, which
profibited npearly sl Chingse
laberers from enteeing the United
Srates and made Chinese immi-
prants ineligitle for citizenship,
Aler the law's rusage, utcplents
of wviolence ogainst the Chinese
were tecgnded mothe West, The
remaval of Chinese from some
cities and towns became Enow as
"The Driving Out” By the carly
19005 many of e Chinese wene
foreed vut of Spcramento. The
1911 Enmeyclopedia  Britannica
says only 64 Chinese lived in the
stale capital in 190, [n 19d43,
Congress repeled she law, Today,
mare than 35,000 Chinese live in
Szeraments Counly,

Tedaw, there are plans for shops,
restigrants and enlerlainment areas
on ground that filled i the China
Shaaph, Az the milyerd iz develapad,
city leaders should recognize e his-

tory < the Chingse community and
wihat may lie beneath the ground.

"In 1935, 1 was 3 young oy with
miy Father when [ stunbiod onto a
tombstons, The carctaker told me of
a Chinese cemelery on the edge of
Clara Slough,” said Gus Kanelos, a
life-lomg Sacraminion who lebbics
fer the peeservation of velerans
cemeteries and has long had an inter-
sl m Sacrmento’s hislory,

If there is o cemelery at China
ﬂll.u.lg_ll wlre 1.'3.r|'_-.' Chinese rols
dents of Sacraments are buried, ity
leaders and Thomas  Enterprises
shanild respect Sacramento’s Chircse
commurity by keeping  them
ulormed of what is found as bull-
dogers Bepin clearing the railyard.
The iwolvemen of achaeologists
i e constuction of e federal
courtbouse ard Fegional Transi(s
light rail line is a modsl of develog=
memt respestful 19 Sacmmenio’s sen-
sitive culfusal ks,

Sam Ong, president of the
Socranwente Ong Ko Mot Family
Asgeciaticn, sd, “Bven i denth, we
ure supposed to be dnking cane of our
elders. We Tuve o ssered tnsst 1o
ensure 1he respect and pretection of
var ancestors znd their belongings.”

As g mew downteon  district
emerges fram the old milyard, the

SEE PAST, PAGE 14
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